


[image: Logo, company name

Description automatically generated]Press release


ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release



ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release


ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release



ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release


ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release



ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release


ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release



ess Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release

Press Release



Continental Automotive Aftermarket Head Howard Laster Retires After a 45-year Career 
• Served in variety of executive and management roles in his 27 years at Continental
• Built REDI-Sensor Multi-Application TPMS Sensors as industry leading brand
• Successfully launched the OE parts program for engine management and fuel systems
Allentown, PA December 15, 2022 - Continental has announced the retirement of Howard Laster, who heads Continental’s automotive aftermarket business in North America, by the end of this year. James Bayley, head of the associated business area Smart Mobility in North America, will be taking over the role temporarily until a successor is announced.
Laster, a 45-year veteran of the automotive aftermarket, has been with Continental for over 27 years, serving in a variety of key executive and sales management roles. He was appointed General Manager in 2018 and had been Head of Aftermarket for eight years prior. During his tenure with Continental, Laster was responsible for overall business strategy, product quality, and performance, along with the development of effective sales and marketing activities for the Continental, ATE, and VDO product brands sold in the North American automotive aftermarket. 

Laster was also responsible for guiding Continental’s North American Diagnostics & Services team in the development of business with the automotive OEMs, commercial and specialty vehicle target markets as well as aftermarket innovations. As Head of the Aftermarket for North America, Laster successfully launched the OE parts program for engine management, fuel systems, electronic water pumps, and various automotive sensors.

James Bayley, head of Smart Mobility, Continental Automotive, North America, noted, “Thanks to Howard’s exceptional leadership and dedication, Continental has been able to achieve extraordinary success in a very diversified and competitive marketplace. Through his efforts, we were able to not only grow our core product lines but also expand our market share with timely innovations and well-positioned market entries and business initiatives. On behalf of everyone in the Continental family and beyond, I want to sincerely thank Howard for his dedicated service and wish him the best of health and enjoyment in his retirement.”
[bookmark: _Hlk26344757]In his previous role as Director of Product Management and New Business Development, Laster was instrumental in helping Continental create and successfully launch its flagship product, the REDI-Sensor Multi-application TPMS Sensor, and helped to establish both the product and the brand as one of the leading TPMS programs in the automotive aftermarket.

Laster came to Continental as part of the Siemens Automotive acquisition in 2004 and played a pivotal role in the successful integration of Siemens VDO products into Continental’s North American aftermarket program. Prior to joining Continental, Laster was Marketing Manager for Blue Chip Products and Product Manager for KSG Safeguard Engine Parts as well as owner and general manager of First Auto Parts, a proprietorship he maintained for 10 years. 

Howard Laster is a member of the Board of Governors of the Automotive Aftermarket Suppliers Association (AASA) and has helped to oversee and advise the AASA Intellectual Property Council, Brake Manufacturers Council, Marketing Executive Council, and the Overseas Automotive Council.

Continental is a leading aftermarket supplier of OE-engineered parts for HVAC and engine cooling, door systems, tire pressure monitoring systems, engine management, fuel systems, instrumentation, as well as automotive diagnostic tools, premium wiper blades, air, cabin, fuel, and oil filters, and brake system parts and fluid. 

Continental develops pioneering technologies and services for sustainable and connected mobility of people and their goods. Founded in 1871, the technology company offers safe, efficient, intelligent and affordable solutions for vehicles, machines, traffic and transportation. In 2021, Continental generated sales of €33.8 billion and currently employs more than 190,000 people in 58 countries and markets. On October 8, 2021, the company celebrated its 150th anniversary.
Drawing on more than 120 years of cooperation with vehicle manufacturers, Continental offers a broad range of spare parts in OEM quality for the aftermarket. Under brands like Continental, ATE, VDO, 
REDI-Sensor, ClearContact, Autodiagnos, Uniroyal, Semperit, and GALFER, the technology company manufactures tens of thousands of products, including tires, brakes, drive components and thermal management components. It also provides diagnostic solutions, tools and services for repair shops. Continental is one of the most important suppliers in the independent automotive aftermarket.
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Caption: Continental announces retirement of Howard Laster, head of Automotive Aftermarket in North America.
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